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THE AUNTIES

A CONTEMPORARY INDIGENOUS STORYTELLING SERIES

The Aunties is an invitation to come together to honor the
women that shape, heal, and uphold Indigenous communities—
the aunties—through an evening of contemporary storytelling,
shared live from the stage alongside familial and archival
photographs, and works of legacy. The Aunties in Yakima is
one installment in a series of events across Turtle Island (North
America), featuring stories by Indigenous women who call
the local area their home who have dedicated their lifework in
service to their community.

Storytelling from the live performances will be preserved on
film to become the heart of a narrative-driven documentary
series that captures the artistic, cultural, and visual integrity of
the places and people from which auntie stories emerge. The
documentary films are intended as a cultural resource for the
benefit of future generations.

The Aunties live performance and film series intends to
create a dedicated space for Indigenous storytelling tradition.
Indigenous storytelling spans purpose, complexity and tradition.
As part of this series, storytelling is honored as a living art form
that continuously shapes identity, facilitates healing, and builds
solidarity across and within communities.

We come together to honor the contributions and enduring
legacy of our aunties, whose stories inspire new narratives
and guide new generations of leaders. In Yakima, we join in
community to reflect on our collective history to nurture hope
for a brighter future
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MARY LEE “SMUNITEE” JONES

THE AUNTIES

ELAINE MILES

Mary Lee “Smunitee” Jones (Confederated Tribes
and Bands of the Yakama Nation) Hello. My name
is Mary Lee Jones. I am a citizen of the Yakama. I
work for the federal government and my passion is
with the plants and the children in the communities
I serve. I am a daughter, mother, grandmother, and
love learning from my elders. I am a traditional food
gatherer, medicine gatherer, and gatherer of beautiful
lights for the sake of collaboration. I also assist in
building mini forests with the Natural Urban Forest
program. I have worked in the education system in
early childhood, parenting programs, and personally
with my community children to gain an understanding
of the gathering lifestyle. Last but not least, our family
has contributed with the community Swan Dancers
aka Iksiks Washanalama to share our culture with
youth. As a family we take on activities to live by
my elder’s words, “Teach and do not take it into the
ground with you.” Thank you for having me.

Emily Washines, MPA and scholar, is an enrolled
Yakama Nation tribal member with Cree and
Skokomish lineage. Her blog, Native Friends, focuses
on history and culture. Building understanding and
support for Native Americans is evident in her films,
writing, speaking, and exhibits. Emlily received a
2025 Emmy Nomination for her cultural consultant
work on the film, “Billy’s Magic.” Her research topics
include the Yakama War, women’s rights, traditional
knowledge, resource management, fishing rights, and
food sovereignty. Her publications include Natural
Restoration and Cultural Knowledge of the Yakama
Nation, War Cry: Will Crossing Historical Boundaries

in Indian Wars help Yakama Women?, The Pathway
of Reaffirming Treaty Rights, and How Learning
about Salmon Connects Kids to Culture. She teaches
at Yakima Valley College and The Evergreen State
College. She is a board member on the Museum of
Culture and Environment, Columbia Riverkeeper, and
Boys and Girls Club of the Yakama Nation. She lives
on the Yakama reservation with her husband and three
children.

Elaine Miles (Actress) Elaine has been acting since
1990. Her acting debut was in the Award winning
show, Northern Exposure. She worked all six season
as a cast regular, Marilyn Whirlwind. Being first
Native Woman as a cast regular on a international
TV series. Afterwards she worked as cast regular on
the last two seasons of Canadian CBC TV series, The
Rez, as Etta the Medicine Woman. She also was guest
star on the series, The Last of Us, as Florence. She
has done 11 movies. One most recognizable, as Lucy
the driver of backwards car in Smoke Signals. First
written, directed, produced & main characters being
Native American. She is still acting. She has done 8
videos/documentaries also. Has done appearances
at different conferences. Ranging from being single
mother, mother of a Marine, caring for family
members with Diabetes, Cancer or Elder. She also did
Modeling for Macy’s Department Store in 1993. For
the Northern Exposure line of clothing. Before Acting
career Elaine traveled all over the US & Canada for
pow wows. She was a Buckskin traditional dancer.
She danced from 10 months old when she started
walking.
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Kendra Mylnechuck Potter-Director

Kendra Mylnechuk Potter, Theatre Artist: Kendra,
an enrolled citizen of the Lummi Nation, is a theatre
artist and filmmaker, currently based in Missoula, MT.
Her film performances have screened at Sundance,
Tribeca, SXSW, NY Human Rights Watch, and
other festivals around the world. She won best actor
in NBC/Universal Pictures Short Cuts Film Festival.
The New York Times has called her “a skilled
collaborator.” NY theatre includes both off and off-off
Broadway venues. Regional work includes a national
tour as Shelby in Steel Magnolias for MT Rep, and
other productions in LA, OR, and MT. She developed
a theatre and storytelling program at N’Kwusm Salish
language school with William Yellowrobe, has created
and implemented curriculum for Missoula County
Public School’s Sparks program on Native American
Studies using theatre in education techniques, and has
presented work as a keynote and panelist at national
and international conferences on personal storytelling,
race, creative writing, Native issues, and literary study.
In 2015, she co-founded MT+NYC Collaborative, and
directed two of the company’s first productions: The
Woodstove and Dido of Idaho, and performed in The
Wolf before co writing and performing the titular role
in The Buffalo Play, which enjoyed its premiere in NY
in the 2019 season at The Tank. She helps facilitate
annual writing retreats for all genres with MT+NYC
Collaborative. Kendra is producer and protagonist
of a documentary called DAUGHTER OF A LOST
BIRD (2020) about her adoption and reunion with her
birth mother and Lummi heritage, currently making
the rounds of the festival circuit and on PBS’ America
ReFramed and World Channel. She is currently
working on writing a play commissioned by MT
Repertory Theatre, scheduled for full production in
their 2024-2025 season

Andre Bouchard-Director/Producer

Andre Bouchard (of Kootenai/Ojibwe/Pend d’Oreille/
Salish descent) is an activist, agent, director, producer
and consultant who was born and raised on the
Flathead Reservation in western Montana. As a
person with a background in both Native and non-

SEAN EVE

LARONN
KATCHIA

native worlds Andre aspires to serve as an inter-
cultural activist, working to build bridges and reverse
the invisibility that serves to marginalize Native
people in the US. Andre’s primary background
is as producer of dance, theatre, music and multi-
disciplinary performance but has worked in practically
every roll in the performing arts since he began as an
active artist and arts administrator in 1999. In 2001
he founded Walrus Performance Productions, a non-
profit dedicated to providing first opportunities to
choreographers, playwrights and multi-disciplinary
performing artists in the Pacific Northwest. In 2010
he founded Walrus Arts Management and Consulting
which was expanded in 2015 to serve as a home to
the first Native run performing arts booking agency
representing Indigenous dance, theatre, music
and multi-disciplinary artists. In 2019 he founded
Indigenous Performance Productions, a non-profit
company dedicated to producing new works,
booking and managing tours, providing professional
development and educating the performing arts field
about Indigenous culture and performing arts content.

Sean Eve-Producer

Sean Eve is a Gay, Welsh-born writer and producer,
who teaches at NYU- where he founded Global Media
Lab, and is the Director of Animated Ecologies, a non-
profit supporting socially and ecologically conscious
filmmaking worldwide. As a playwright, works
including By Land, American Heart and recently
Bedside Manners, have been produced in London
and New York. Other theatre works, such as Paint,
the inspiration for Mike Leigh’s Topsy Turvy, have
been adapted to film. Working behind the scenes for
the better part of two decades in script and concept
development, Eve is a little more visible these days,
with Shiva Baby, winning a Cassavetes at the
Independent Spirit Awards in 2022. He is currently
producing, Just Justice, a documentary feature being
directed by Katie Schiller that chronicles three decades
of the life and activism of Justice Roe Williams, and
is Executive and Lead Creative Producer of 24/2,
a film directed by Anna Filonenko that introduces
us to Four Female Russian Artists and the impact
the invasion of Ukraine has on their lives and work.
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As well as the Aunties, which is being produced in
conjunction with IPP, other current projects include
Flore, a musical biopic set in Bogata and Mexico City,
“Nowhere”, a trio of short films focused on gay and
trans undocumented young people in New Jersey, and
“Anger and Dust” a film on the disconnect between
youth culture and ecological crisis in Bangladesh,
being directed Tanjimul Alam.

LaRonn Katchia, Director of Photography

LaRonn Katchia is a Warm Springs/Wasco/Paiute
filmmaker and storyteller from the Confederated
Tribes of Warm Springs, Oregon. His passion,
dedication, and love for film derive from his
Indigenous teachings and lived experience as a tribal
member. His films contain a unique, impactful and
powerful approach to narrative and documentary
storytelling. Some of LaRonn’s achievements include:
Shooting and editing PBS’s Roadtrip Nation: Native
Way Forward, a behind the scenes segment for
FX’s hit show Reservation Dogs, both projects in
collaboration with Ryan Redcorn and Buffalo Nickel
Creative. LaRonn is also the Associate Programmer/
Advisor /Jury for the Indigenous Films Program at
the Oscar-qualifying Bend Film Festival. Recently

LaRonn & Bendfilm director Todd Looby hosted
acting legends Gary Farmer & Tatanka Means,
showcasing their work alongside the Warm Springs
tribal membership. Today, in collaboration with the
Warm Springs Community Action Team, LaRonn is
working on his first feature documentary about the
transformation of a 125-year old, historic Commissary
Building as it is moved and restored into a small
business incubator to serve tribal entrepreneurs on the
Warm Springs Reservation.

“My mission is to change the Indigenous stereotypes
of film and to represent us through an authentic lens.
The Indigenous perspective is what’s missing in
Hollywood today and needs to be brought to light.
There are too many untouched original stories waiting
to be filmed, and that being filmed by an Indigenous
director.”

LaRonn is currently based in Portland, Oregon and
hopes to continue to amplify the stories and honor the
voices of Warm Springs & Indigenous people.

Visit
to ensure you get the
BEST TICKET PRICES on
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Contributors

President’s Club

($5,000 or more)

Jack & Connie Bloxom

Evelyn Paulsen

Red & Carolyn Ramsey

Blaine & Preciosa Tamaki Foundation

Director's Club
($2,500- $4,999)
Mark & Debbi Baldwin
Gay Dorsey & Mike Poppoff
Al Fischer & Charlie Robin
Mike & Jennifer Norton

Producer’s Club

($1,000 - $2,499)

Nancy Abbenhaus

Ben & Leanne Antonio

Rick & Linda Beck

Greta Bryan

The Crockett Family

Bill & Dawn Dezellem

Dana Dwinell

Aaron & Sami Erickson

Joe & Connie Farina

James Fitch

Charles Forster & Joan Jacobs
Bunker & Larry Frank

Richard & Darlene Frye

Rob Gallion & Karen Davis
Eric & JoAnne Hanses

Dr. Kevin & Mrs. Rena Harrington
Harlan & Laura Hefner

Linda Kerslake

Lloyd Crabtree & Elisabeth Kuhr
Neal Lessenger

Pam & Stan Martinkus

The Moen Family

Brendan & Aileen Monahan
Duane &Kirsten Monick

We gratefully acknowledge the contributions from donors to our Annual Fund
Drive. Their help makes all our Capitol Theatre programs possible. This list
represents cumulative donations received July 1, 2023 to August 31, 2024.

Donna Moultray

Kelly Murray

Jocelyn & Manuel Pedrosa
Kip & Lyndia Ramsey

Jim & Barbara Riley

Julie & Soren Rottman
Susan & Chris Saunders
Ken & Sharon Smith

Gail Weaver

Sustainers

($500 - $999)
Anonymous

Brian &Theresa Bell
Terry & Jennifer Bliesner
Lori & Mark Cleveland
Sonja Dodge

Madelyn Fordyce
Cathy Forenpohar
Lynn &Bill Gilmore
Eric & Nancy Gustafson
John I Haas

Doyle Hardy & April Yates Hardy
Susan & Roger Head
Karen Hyatt

Mel Leskinen

Peggy Lewis Fund
Addy & Josh Logsdon
David & Lindsay Mack
Eula Miller

Megan Murphy

Toni & Garth Newman
Dr. Carl Olden

Linda Ridings

Patricia Roll

Rebecca Scholl

Ken and Sylvia Severn
Sally Simon

Jand Joy Stenehjem
Kristy Tackett

Paul & Karen Tompkins
George & Mavis Velikanje

Patrons

($250 - $499)

Timothy & Sonja Alexander
Ruth Ann Allen

The Allreds

Susan Arb

Phillip & Marilyn Bird
Jennifer Bishop

The Bogoyas Family
Enedina & Byron Boswell
Michael & Lynn Brant
Judi Brown

Michael & Cheryl Bush
Kay Carbery

David Carlson

Linda Clark

Pam Cleaver

Patrice Cornelius

Quinn & Aaron Dalan
Julie & Dennis Dean

Bill & Jan Drenguis
Alice Faringer

Carter & Linda Fjeld
Kathleen Fletcher

John Funk

Ashley Gamache

Edward & Denise Gonzales
David & Cindy Hargreaves
Dr. Marjorie Henderson
Pam & John Henderson
Ben &Ann Hittle

Kevin & Heather Hudson
Rosemarie Jaenicke
Portia Jones

Kapuza Lighty, PLLC

Fred & Amy Karau

Beth Klingele



Matthew LaCombe
Adrienne Landin-Simond
Jeff Teresa Louman

Kay Maletta

Gisela Martin

Nancy & Russ Mazzola
Deb and Craig McCown
Ray & Sandie Menard
Sharon Miracle

Phil & Shannon Moyer
KDA Architecture Dale Murray
Suzan Nettleship

Richard Nicksic

Joe Nieto

Rosylen Ogleshy

Dorothy Olafson

Kathleen Paganelli

Mike & Nova Pepper

Doug & Darlene Picatti
Stanley S. & Karen A. Pratt
Bob & Brenda Price

Keith & Sharon Qunell
David & Purna Rankin in honor of
Virginia Gilbert

Beth Richardson

Diann & Ronald Rockstrom
Kimberly Ruck

Dr.Tamera Schille Straub & Dr.Tim
Straub

Roy & Barbara Simms
Cheryl Smith

Patrick & Colleen Smith
Ken & Millie Stenehjem
Mary Stephenson

Angela & Garth Sybouts
Bette Taylor

Mark Taylor

Laura Terrazas

Marsha Therrien

Tree Top

Mark & Lori Troianello
Robin Walker

Greg Huefner & Lisa Wallace
Carol West

Curtain Raisers
($100 - $249)
Anonymous

Jim and Karin Avery
John A. Baule

Ed & Gail Boob
Richard & Gail Brown
Sarah Brown

Effie Burton

Bill & Ina Bush
Richard & Jessica Camp
Margie Campbell
Robert Coleman
Ralph & Cyndi Conner

Brett Dillahunt & Carolyn Cal-

hoon-Dillahunt

Patty Dion

Nicole Donegan

Bill & Vicki Elkins
Victor and Julia Epperly
Kathy Erickson

Rick Fairbrook & Gay Scott
Jill & Joe Falk

Ryan and Gena Franklin
Andy Granitto

Donna & Mark Grassel
Jeannie &Jim Grippin
Norma Haney

Greg Hayter

Don & Mary-Jane Hovis
Randy & Michelle Juette
Karren & Jake Jundt
Royal & Kathryn Keith
Laural Klein

Deborah & Randy Kloster

Tom Boyd & Becky Lang-Boyd
Janis Luvaas

Kally Marquis in memory of Judy
Weston

Jaci Martin & Richard Bartheld
Kathleen McCarthy
Michael McCloskey
Walter Meyer

Jim & Sherri Moon

Kristin Morrison

Mary Ann Myers

Sandra Pace

Terese & Jess Padilla

Matt & Joy Petersen
Christine Poplaski

Dana Pride

Patricia Reese

Nancy & Kevin Roy

Joan &Tedd Rudd

Kathy & Nick Schultz
James and Lynn Seamons
Paula & Murray Slaye

Ann Tritz

Megan Tweedy

Doris W. Unruh

Lorena Voelker

Glennis Wilson

Pat & Susan Wooters
Jean Wyckoff

Marco Yolo

Dave Zabell

In memory of: Michael Chandler, Dolores Galloway, Shelia Leskinen, Tony E. Sloan, and Martha Stadelman.
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The Capitol Theatre Committee wishes to honor our corporate underwriters
for their community leadership and commitment to our Theatre and
its role in the quality-of-life of our valley.
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